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   New England Institute of Technology Joins ABYC’s Marine 
League of Schools 

Prestigious High-Tech College Delivers Standards-based 
Education and Certifications 

 
March 17, 2011, Annapolis, MD:  The American Boat & Yacht Council (ABYC)  

announced today that New England Institute of Technology (NEIT) in Warwick, Rhode 

Island, is the newest member of ABYC’s Marine League of Schools.  This addition 

brings to six the number of post secondary institutions belonging to the league to deliver 

premier standards-based technical workforce education and training.  

 

The Marine League was established in 2009 to address the marine industry’s need for 

highly trained, industry certified workers. An undisputed leader in marine technical 

career education, NEIT’s Marine Technology Program students learn theory and practical 

training in marine mechanics, electronics, marine systems, repair and service as well as 

business procedures using marine specific software.   Students can earn their Associate in 

Science Degree in Marine Technology in as little as 18 months, days or evenings, and be 



qualified to work in such jobs as marina/boatyard operations, vessel manufacturing, 

engine repair and service, and wholesale/retail product sales. 

 

Skip Burdon, ABYC’s President stated: “I recognize NEIT’s  great value to the marine 

industry and welcome NEIT as the new college within the Marine League.  NEIT is one 

of the “Flag Ship” marine technology colleges in the country.  Their emphasis on hands-

on-training and practical applications gives graduates a competitive edge in the 

workplace.”   

 

Steve Kitchin, Vice President Corporate Education and Training at NEIT, emphasized 

that membership in the Marine League will bring NEIT in close touch with other post 

secondary schools teaching a similar curriculum.  Kitchin said in a statement: “We 

believe that the certification of marine technicians is an essential element and here to 

stay. As a member of the Marine League we are now one of only a handful of  colleges in 

the country that delivers standards-based education and the opportunity for our students 

to earn industry recognized ABYC certification.  ABYC standards are now a fundamental 

part of our curriculum.  Graduating with one or more certifications will prove to be 

valuable tools to individuals when seeking employment,” Kitchin concluded. 

 

ABYC’s Marine League currently consists of six post-secondary schools throughout the 

U.S. who are affiliated with ABYC through a common standards and systems-based 

curriculum and commitment to quality technical marine workforce education and 

training.  All Marine League schools use the National Marine Technical Curriculum- Post 



Secondary (NMTC-PS) developed by ABYC and meet monthly to discuss the latest 

trends in marine technology education.  The other League schools are Broward College in 

Florida, Rappahannock Community College in Virginia, Skagit Valley College in 

Washington, The Boat School in Maine and Honolulu Community College in Hawaii.  

ABYC hopes to expand the League to ten select schools within the next few years.  Any 

post secondary school interested in becoming a League member should contact ABYC’s 

Educational Services Director, Mike New at mnew@abycinc.org.  ABYC can also 

provide any high school a copy of its secondary school curriculum guidelines at no cost. 

 

Under the leadership of President Richard I. Gouse, New England Institute of 

Technology is a private, non-profit technical college with an enrollment of more than 

3,300 students.  The college offers over 30 Associate, Bachelor and Master’s degree 

programs and is accredited by the New England Association of Schools and Colleges, 

Inc.  For more information on NEIT, please call 401-739-5000 or visit www.neit.edu.  

You may also follow news of the college on Facebook or Twitter. 

 

The American Boat & Yacht Council (ABYC) is a not-for-profit 501 c(3) organization 

established in 1954 to develop safety standards for the design, construction, maintenance 

and repair of marine craft and has evolved into a world recognized viable alternative to 

mandatory government regulation of the marine industry.  ABYC is committed to 

educating the marine industry and consumers about the safety benefits of using ABYC 

certified marine professionals.  Membership and general information can be obtained at  

www.abycinc.org or by calling 410-990-4460. 
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